POSEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS THURSDAY, JULY 2, 202

The Board of Commissioners met in a regularly scheduled meeting at the Hovey House, 330
Walnut Street, in Mt. Vernon, on Tuesday, July 2, 2024. Commissioners Bill Collins, Greg
Newman, and Bryan Schorr were in attendance. Auditor Maegen Greenwell and County
Attorney Joe Harrison were also in attendance.

The Commissioners were led in prayer by Pastor Grace Howard.

MINUTES

B. Schorr made a motion to approve the minutes from the June 18, 2024, Commissioners
meeting; G. Newman seconded. The motion carried with a vote of 3-0.

CLAIMS

G. Newman made a motion to approve the claims as presented; B. Schorr seconded. The motion
carried with a vote of 3-0.

CLERK’S REPORT ‘
B. Schorr made a motion to approve the May Clerk’s report as presented; G. Newman seconded.
The motion carried with a vote of 3-0.

REGIONAL SEWER DISTRICT UPDATE
Jeff O’Riskey with the Posey County Regional Sewer District updated the Commissioners
regarding the ongoing sewer project. Mr. O’Riskey stated that the project has a total of 450
customers between the two sewer plant sites. Mr. O’Riskey stated that both plants are in '
compliance, and they have plans to add more customers with these plants. Mr. O'Riskey stated
that currently once the customer is hooked onto the sewer, the County health department no
Jonger has jurisdiction, and this leaves a portion between the house and the grinder pump that
will not be inspected. Mr. O’Riskey stated that after speaking with the Building Commissioner, it
was decided that these areas do, in fact, need to be inspected. Mr. O’Riskey is asking the county
to work with the department to make sure they are able to inspect these areas and ensure that
only sewer waste is being routed to these areas.
Mr. O’Riskey also spoke to the Commissioners regarding their permitting process. Mr. O’Riskey
is requesting that the sewer application be in conjunction with any area plan permits. Mr.
O’Riskey stated this could be an application permit first with area plan and then a sewer district
permit and tap-in fee, and then moving on to the building commissioner. Mr. O’Riskey stated
that this will ensure that groundbreaking will not take place until the sewer tap-in is paid for.
B Schorr stated that this process needs to be an ordinance from the County and will streamline
the process and ensure that citizens are made aware of State statutes regarding sewer versus
septic in certain areas. Mr. O’Riskey stated that the State statute states if you are within 300 feet
of the sewer district footprint, you must hook into the sewer.




B. Schorr made a motion to allow Count Attorney Joe Harrison to draft an ordinance to
encompass State statutes and set procedures for an application process; G. Newman seconded.
The motion carried with a vote of 3-0.

BUILDING COMMISSIONER ORDINANCE
Posey County Building Commissioner Ed Batteiger addressed the Commissioners regarding a
request to require contractors working within Posey County to obtain a permit that will set
licensing requirements. Mr. Batteiger stated that some of those requirements would be that the
contractor must have insurance, carry workman’s compensation insurance, and be bonded and
renewed every two years.
B. Schorr asked if homeowners would be exempt. Mr. Batteiger stated that, yes, homeowners
would be exempt.
Mr. Batteiger stated that the process would be the contractor would obtain an application, a
background check would be conducted through the Sheriff’s office, proof of insurance would be
collected, and a board of advisors would review the application for approval. Mr. Batteiger stated
that he is recommending that the board of advisors be comprised of a knowledgeable contractor,
a Commissioner, and a citizen, meeting once a month for approval, with the recommendation of
the Building Commissioner.
B. Collins stated that he would like to have time to review and discuss applicable and appropriate
fee amounts.
G. Newman made a motion to allow County Attorney Joe Harrison to draft an ordinance to
reflect these requests; B. Schorr seconded. The motion carried with a vote of 3-0.

REAL ESTATE PURCHASE
B. Collins stated that the house next to the Hovey House, at 318 Walnut Street, is once again for
sale. Mr. Collins stated that the Commissioners have had several conversations regarding the
County purchasing this property. Mr. Collins stated that he and Mr. Schorr have looked at the
house, and they would like to move forward with making an offer to purchase. Mr. Collins stated
that the Commissioners had a purchase agreement drawn up that states that any offer made is
contingent on Council approval of funds and the results of two appraisals, as required to
determine the amount that the County can offer.
G. Newman made a motion to approve this purchase agreement; B. Schorr seconded. The motion
carried with a vote of 3-0.

ROAD CLOSURES
B. Collins stated that CountryMark had recently requested to close the intersection of Smith and
Givens Road. Mr. Collins stated that the date has now changed to July 12™ and July 13"
B. Schorr made a motion to approve this request; G. Newman seconded. The motion carried with
a vote of 3-0.

MAINSTREAM/BROADBAND PROJECT
B. Schorr stated that recently, the Commissioners have had several complaints regarding
Mainstream and the broadband project. Mr. Schorr stated the complaints are regarding areas that
are on private/non-county roads. Mr. Schorr stated that on private roads, the County has no
jurisdiction to allow permits. Mr. Schorr stated that work being done in these areas should be
discussed and approved by the homeowner. Mr. Schorr stated that the original process that was




agreed upon was that permits would be reviewed by Mr. Schorr and the highway to determine if
it was included in the County right-of-way, and if it wasn’t, Mainstream would follow up with
the homeowner. Mr. Schorr stated that the process is not being followed by Mainstream.

B. Schorr made a motion to ask Mainstream to pause work and allow a meeting to be held with
Mainstream, the Commissioners, and the State to discuss these issues; G. Newman seconded.
The motion carried with a vote of 3-0.

DEPARTMENT UPDATES

Posey County Building Commissioner Ed Batteiger informed the Commissioners that he had
noticed an influx of utility-type workers not observing the safety rules when parking vehicles on
the side of County roads. Mr. Batteiger stated that they are required to have flaggers if doing this
type of work, and many do not observe that rule. The Commissioners asked if the Sheriff would
have his Deputies keep an eye out for this.

Posey County Highway Superintendent Steve Schenk addressed the Commissioners regarding a
request to post a 20mph speed limit sign on Altheide Road. Mr. Schenk stated that there is
currently no posted speed limit. B. Collins made a motion to approve this request; G. Newman
seconded. The motion carried with a vote of 3-0.

Mr. Schenk stated that paving is continuing.

Posey County Sheriff, Tom Latham, gave the following housing report:

32 Vanderburgh County Inmates

24 DOC Inmates

94 Posey County Inmates

150 total

Sheriff Latham stated that his office would help with background checks for contractors, but that
would only have information on incidents in Posey County. Sheriff Latham stated that if they
wanted a state-wide check, that would be done with the State Police.

Posey County Health Department representative Dr. Rapp addressed the Commissioners
regarding recent employment changes. Dr. Rapp stated that Donnie Martin is no longer an
employee of the Health Department. Dr. Rapp stated that they will begin the process of hiring a
replacement, but until then, Libby Kern will be handling the workload.

B. Collins stated that the Commissioners would like to ensure that someone is knowledgeable
about and on top of the trailer park situation.

B. Schorr stated that they should also be up to date on the current sewer issues regarding the
sewer district.



Posey County Dispatch Director Jamie Bradford updated the Commissioners regarding the
ongoing radio project. Mrs. Bradford stated that the project should start this coming Monday.
Mrs. Bradford stated that one of the consoles in dispatch needed to be replaced. Mrs. Bradford
stated that the cost to correct the issues would be roughly $6,000. Mrs. Bradford stated that it is
recommended by J&K to consider replacing both consoles, as they were both installed at the
same time. B. Schorr asked about a discussion that was had in the past regarding placing another
console. Mrs. Bradford stated that she would like to move toward this; however, this project is
regarding computer consoles.

G. Newman made a motion to approve the gathering of bids for Dispatch furniture consoles; B.
Schorr seconded. The motion carried with a vote of 3-0.

Posey County Auditor Maegen Greenwell stated that County offices will be closed on July 4,
2024. Mrs. Greenwell stated that budget hearings will begin next week with the Council.
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