POSEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2024

The Board of Commissioners met in a regularly scheduled meeting at the Hovey House, 330
Walnut Street, in Mt. Vernon, on Tuesday, September 17, 2024. Commissioners Bill Collins,
Greg Newman, and Bryan Schorr were in attendance. Auditor Maegen Greenwell and County
Attorney Joe Harrison were also in attendance.

Pastor Wayne Nall led the Commissioners were led in prayer.

CLAIMS
G. Newman made a motion to approve the claims as presented; B. Schorr seconded. The motion
carried with a vote of 3-0.
TREASURER’S REPORT
B. Schorr made a motion to approve the August Treasurer’s report; G. Newman seconded. The
motion carried with a vote of 3-0.

PETITION TO VACATE PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY
B. Collins stated that the Commissioners tabled this petition at the last meeting, allowing time
for the commissioners to investigate the details further.
B. Collins opened the public commenting portion of the meeting.
Trent Vanhaften, representing Ryan and Valerie Howell, addressed the Commissioners regarding
this petition. Mr. Vanhaften stated that back when this was initially platted, no subdivision
ordinance governed the regulations for setting out public right of ways, versus subdivisions that
are developed currently, which have to follow guidelines for setting out public right of ways and
maintaining those right of ways. Mr. Vanhaften stated this allows the County to make sure that
roads are to County standards and allows the County to take these as county-maintained roads.
Mr. Vanhaften stated that Green Acres is not the only platted subdivision in the County that have
public right of ways that were never maintained by the developer, allowing for adjacent
homeowners to take on the responsibility of maintaining these roads. Mr. Vanhaften stated this
is what the Howells have done for the last 17 years.
Mr. Vanhaften stated that this has been a plated subdivision for 47 years, and there has been no
other development in this area. Mr. Vanhaften stated that if this vacation is granted, his client
would be in favor of granting an easement to allow access to this field.

Brent Night, the adjacent landowner, addressed the Commissioners regarding this request. Mr.
Night asked the Commissioners to deny this petition. Mr. Night stated that he is not in favor of
this due to the possibility of future development.

B. Collins closed the public commenting portion of the meeting.

B. Schorr stated he has looked at this area, and he believes this would be a good candidate for
future housing development.



G. Newman stated he spoke with the Howells at the property in question and is also concerned
about further development prospects. Mr. Collins stated that he would agree, and the County is
desperate to find housing options.

B. Collins made a motion to deny this public right of way request but to supply rock once a year
to help maintain this public right of way; B. Schorr seconded. The motion carried with a vote of
3-0.

COPPERLINE ROAD NUISANCE VIOLATION
Ed Batteiger, Posey County Building Commissioner, addressed the Commissioners regarding the
nuisance violation at 10932 Copperline Road. Mr. Batteiger stated that the grass is being cut, but
that is the only improvement.
Lisa Elbrink, homeowner, stated that she received the letter on Friday.
B. Collins asked if this was the first time she had been notified about the complaint. Mrs. Elbrink
stated yes. Mr. Collins stated that this complaint began in April of this year. Mrs. Elbrink stated
that she has had medical issues since that time, but no, she has not received anything. Mrs.
Elbrink stated that this was the first time she knew about a fine. B. Schorr stated that some work
had been completed after the initial complaint was filed in April. Mrs. Elbrink asked if she was
required to explain her personal issues in front of the meeting audience. Mr. Schorr stated that he
asked if cleanup started after the first letter was sent, but the homeowner is saying that she did
not receive letters; how did they know to start cleanup? Mrs. Elbrink stated that she started
cleanup after her personal issues allowed her extra funds to begin the cleanup. Mrs. Elbrink
stated that she is utilizing someone to help mow as her funds allow.
G. Newman stated that the complaint began in April, letters were sent, and the Commissioners
spoke about this at a May meeting. Mr. Newman asked Mrs. Elbrink to clarify that she did not
receive letters but began cleanup. Mrs. Elbrink stated yes. Mrs. Elbrink stated that she was
confused when she received the letter about a fine on Friday.
Mr. Collins asked if Mrs. Elbrink was in a position now to get this cleaned up. Mrs. Elbrink
stated she had someone coming every two weeks to mow and take limbs and branches down, but
she does not have the funds to purchase the equipment that would be needed, nor does her health
allow that. Mrs. Elbrink stated that she planned to maintain the grass as she has been every two
weeks and wait for the rest to die off, making it more accessible and manageable.
Mr. Collins stated that within the next thirty days, things should start dying off, and as long as
improvement is being made, the Commissioners can table this for 30 days. Mrs. Elbrink asked if
the Commissioners knew of any available resources to help with these situations. Mrs. Elbrink
stated that her husband is also on the deed, but she has no way to get ahold of him. Mr. Schorr
asked if her husband still lives in the area. Mrs. Elbrink stated that she was not sure. Mr. Schorr
asked if she had any children. Mrs. Elbrink stated yes. Mr. Schorr asked if they could contact
him. Mrs. Elbrink stated they are grown. Mr. Schorr stated that if they can get his address, he can
be sent a letter, too. Mrs. Elbrink stated that they are still legally married. Mr. Harrison asked if
she knew his address. Mrs. Elbrink stated no. Mr. Collins asked if he was local. Mrs. Elbrink
stated that she did not know. Mr. Schorr asked if she had contact with her children. Mrs. Elbrink
stated yes. Mr. Schorr asked where he works. Mr. Collins asked if she could leave the
information with the Commissioners. Mrs. Elbrink stated there are things she is not comfortable
sharing in this public setting, but she would give the Commissioners her contact information.




B. Collins made a motion to table this discussion to allow time to contact the other owner of the
house and table the fee for thirty days; G. Newman seconded. The motion carried with a vote of
3-0. B. Collins stated that Mrs. Elbrink could try to reach out to her trustee or the United Way.

CONTRACTOR PERMIT COMMITTEE

B. Collins stated that in conjunction with the ordinance that was passed at the last meeting, the
Commissioners need to appoint a three-person board that will be tasked with approving the
contractor permits for Posey County. B. Collins made a motion to appoint Mark Mayfield as the
contractor on the committee; B. Schorr seconded. The motion carried with a vote of 3-0. G.
Newman made a motion to appoint Larry Horton as the citizen representative on the committee;
B. Collins seconded. The motion carried with a vote of 3-0. B. Collins made a motion to appoint
Commissioner Bryan Schorr as the Commissioner representative on the committee; G. Newman
seconded. The motion carried with a vote of 3-0.

HIGHWAY SURPLUS TRUCK BIDS
B. Collins stated that the Commissioners received the following three bids for the 1996 Ford
F150:
Bruce Reese $350.00
Aaron Wildman: $30.00
Bill Reese: $200.00
B. Schorr made a motion to award the high bid of $350.00 to Bruce Reese; G. Newman
seconded. The motion carried with a vote of 3-0.

COUNTY-WIDE BURN BAN
Carrie Thompson, Posey County EMA Director, requested that the Commissioners extend the
current County-wide burn ban until the Commissioners meeting on October 1%t 2024. G.
Newman made a motion to approve this request; B.Schorr seconded. The motion carried with a
vote of 3-0.

APC UPDATED DRIVER LIST

Jerry Cottner, Posey County Area Plan Director, addressed the Commissioners with a request to
allow the three Area Plan employees to be added to the drivers list for County Vehicles. Mr.
Cottner stated that this would allow the employees to complete the necessary steps to verify that
proper notification steps are followed when a permit is issued.

Mrs. Greenwell stated that they plan to use the custodian's vehicle or one of the Building
Commissioner's vehicles. G. Newman made a motion to add the three employees to the approved
driver's list for the County; B. Schorr seconded. B. Collins stated that one of the Commissioners
could reach out to Ed and let him know that he could return to using his truck until he hires a part-
time person. The motion carries with a vote of 3-0.

WESTERN BY-PASS ADMINISTRATIVE SETTLEMENT
B. Collins stated that the Commissioners made an offer of $30,950.00 for parcel 37 of the
Western By-Pass agreements, but the landowners rejected it and came back asking for
significantly more. Mr. Collins stated that to avoid arbitration and further attorney fees,
American Structurepoint is recommending that the Commissioners settle this agreement out of




arbitration for the amount of $43,450.00. B. Collins made a motion to approve the settlement
agreement for the amount of $43,450.00; G. Newman seconded. The motion carried with a vote
of 2-1.

ARPA SUB-RECIPIENT AGREEMENT WITH POSEY COUNTY SEWER DISTRICT

Posey County Auditor Maegen Greenwell stated that the County Attorney drafted sub-recipient
agreements for entities granted ARPA funds through the County. Mrs. Greenwell stated that
these agreements spell out what the money is being used for and how it is reported. Mrs.
Greenwell stated that the State Board of Accounts has reviewed the agreement to make sure that
the county has included what is needed in each. Mrs. Greenwell stated that this time, she believes
that Posey County will be the only entity audited on these federal dollars.

G. Newman made a motion to approve this agreement; B. Schorr seconded. The motion carried
with a vote of 3-0.

ARPA SUB-RECIPIENT AGREEMENT WITH POSEYVILLE
B. Collins stated that this is the same agreement as the Sewer District.
B. Schorr made a motion to approve this agreement; G. Newman seconded. The motion carried
with a vote of 3-0.

ARPA SUB-RECIPIENT AGREEMENT WITH NEW HARMONY
B. Collins stated that this is the same agreement as the Sewer District and Poseyville.
Mrs. Greenwell stated that no funds will be distributed until fully signed agreements are returned
to the Auditor's office.
G. Newman made a motion to approve this agreement; B. Schorr seconded. The motion carried
with a vote of 3-0.

DEPARTMENT UPDATES

Carrie Thompson, Posey County EMA Director, informed the Commissioners that she is
working with Jamie Bradford and J&K, and they will be working on the sirens and the system
that is housed in dispatch regarding the siren system. Mrs. Bradford stated this process will take
roughly a week to diagnose the problems and form a recommendation. B. Collins asked if the
sirens would be activated to check during this time. Mrs. Thompson stated she assumed so, as
they will also be programming a radio to allow for use to activate sirens if needed. Mr. Collins
stated he would like to get the word out that maintenance is being performed and that sirens may
be activated during this time.

Mrs. Thompson stated that the EMA Department has a 2004 Polaris Ranger, that she is unaware
of how it was purchased, and that she would like to grant the fire department of the City of Mt.
Vernon. Mrs. Thompson stated that she would be favorable to either creating a memorandum of
understanding with the City that they could house, maintain, and use the equipment, but that if
EMA would need it, they could use it, or surplus the equipment and accept bids.

B. Schorr stated that the Commissioners would just need to surplus the equipment.



B. Schorr made a motion to surplus this equipment to the City of Mt. Vernon; G. Newman
seconded. The motion carried with a vote of 3-0.

Jamie Bradford, Posey County Dispatch Director, informed the Commissioners that several
battery back-ups at the tower sites need to be replaced.

Posey County Sheriff Tom Latham gave the following housing update:
37 Vanderburgh

29 IDOC

61 Posey

127 total

$39,862.50 received from Vanderburgh County.

Paul Micheletti, Posey County EMS Director, informed the Commissioners that one of the
ambulances was out of service after hitting a deer. Mr. Micheletti stated that the backup
ambulance was in use.

B. Collins gave the following Animal Control Report:
25 Complaints

8 Animals Picked Up

1 Bite Report

$64.00 taken in.

B. Collins made a motion granting County employees who would like to attend the funeral of
Commander Pharr this Friday the ability to use administrative leave from 10:30 am to 1:00 pm;

B. Schorr seconded. The motion carried with a vote of 3-0.

No further business was discussed, and the meeting was adj ourned
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