POSEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2024

The Board of Commissioners met in a regularly scheduled meeting at the Hovey House, 330
Walnut Street, in Mt. Vernon, on Wednesday, September 4, 2024. Commissioners Bill Collins,
Greg Newman, and Bryan Schorr were in attendance. Auditor Maegen Greenwell and County
Attorney Joe Harrison were also in attendance.

Pastor Grace Howard led the Commissioners were led in prayer.

MINUTES
G. Newman made a motion to approve the minutes from the August 20, 2024, Commissioners
meeting; B. Schorr seconded. The motion carried with a vote of 3-0.

CLAIMS
B. Schorr made a motion to approve the claims as presented; G. Newman seconded. The motion
carried with a vote of 3-0.
CLERK’S REPORT
G. Newman made a motion to approve the July Clerk’s report; B. Schorr seconded. The motion
carried with a vote of 3-0.

BUILDING COMMISSIONER CONTRACTOR ORDINANCE
B. Collins stated that the Building Commissioner presented an ordinance for consideration that the
Commissioners tabled from the previous meeting. Joe Harrison, County Attorney, stated that this
ordinance will require contractors working in the County to register with the Building
Commissioner before any work can begin. Mr. Harrison stated that this would begin January 1,
2025. Mr. Harrison stated that this ordinance requires the formation of a three-person committee
that will review the contractor registrations for approval.
Building Commissioner Ed Batteiger presented a quote for updating his current software to include
a module that would allow his office to track contractor registrations. Mr. Batteiger stated that he
would also like to include the use of a registered contractor in the building permitting process.
Mr. Harrison stated that registering as a contractor with the County costs $250.00, and the fee
schedule is attached to the ordinance.
G. Newman made a motion to waive the final reading of this ordinance; B. Schorr seconded. The
motion carried with a vote of 3-0
G. Newman made a motion to approve the ordinance; B. Schorr seconded. The motion carried
with a vote of 3-0.
B. Schorr made a motion to approve the software updates pending financial approval from the
Council; G. Newman seconded. The motion carried with a vote of 3-0.

OLIVER ROAD UNSAFE BUILDING NUISANCE
Posey County Building Commissioner Ed Batteiger presented the Commissioners with updated
pictures. Mr. Batteiger stated that the house has been torn down. Mr. Batteiger stated that he
could send a weed notice, but the structure is down.




B. Schorr asked to table this for thirty days and see if it gets finished.

BZA APPOINTMENT
G. Newman made a motion to appoint Kathy Yearwood to the open position on the BZA for the
remainder of the vacated timeframe; B. Schorr seconded. The motion carried with a vote of 3-0.

SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER
Posey County Sheriff Tom Latham stated that this contract is between the County and SRO
Charles Carter and is updated yearly.
B. Schorr made a motion to approve this contract retroactively to the beginning of the school
year; G. Newman seconded. The motion carried with a vote of 3-0

FLOCK CAMERAS

Posey County Sheriff Tom Latham stated that he would like to place five flock cameras within the
County. Sheriff Latham stated that flock cameras have the capability to capture plate numbers that
can then be flagged for various reasons, some of which would be amber or silver alerts and/or
criminal activity. Sheriff Latham stated that the agency would then be notified. B. Collins stated
that the city already has several. Sheriff Latham stated that with this system, agencies can grant
permission for other agencies to access information from their cameras. Sheriff Latham stated this
is being funded by the Commissary. This contract is between the County and INDOT, allowing
placement within their right of way.

G. Newman made a motion to approve this request; B. Schorr seconded. The motion carried with
a vote of 3-0

INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT
Posey County Sheriff Tom Latham presented an interlocal agreement to increase the per-diem
that Vanderburgh County pays to house inmates in the Posey County Jail. Sheriff Latham stated
that this would increase the price from $37.50 to $40.00 per day/per inmate. Sheriff Latham
stated that the only difference from the previous agreement is that if Posey County is negligent in
taking an inmate to video court as directed, then three days of pay is deducted for that inmate.
Sheriff Latham stated that after speaking with Sheriff Robinson, it was stated this is not a
problem that Vanderburgh County has had with Posey County, but they have with other Counties
and is now included in all of their agreements. Sheriff Latham stated that written in the
agreement is language that states the two Sheriffs would discuss incidents that may arise. Sheriff
Latham stated this cost is comparable to the IDOC per diem.
G. Newman made a motion to approve this request; B. Schorr seconded. The motion carried with
a vote of 3-0.

PERSONNEL REQUEST VACATION ROLL-OVER
Prosecutor Thomas Clowers requests that his employee, Amber Dieg, be granted permission to
roll over unused vacation time from 2024 to 2025. Prosecutor Clowers stated this is due to a
medical emergency that prevented the time from being utilized in 2024.
G. Newman made a motion to approve this request; B. Schorr seconded. The motion carried with
a vote of 3-0.




PETITION TO VACATE PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY
Trent Vanhaften, representing Ryan and Valerie Howell, 4425 Blackford Road North in Mt.
Vernon. Mr. Vanhaften stated this lot is part of the Green Acres subdivision that was plotted in
1977, and the property was purchased in 2008, and they have lived there since. Mr. Vanhaften
stated that when the Howells purchased it, there was a gravel drive that was part of a platted
street from the original 1977 plat, which went back to a barn at the rear of their property. Mr.
Vanhaften explained that during recent storms, the house and barn sustained damage, and during
renovations for that damage, it was uncovered during a survey that this drive was part of a
platted road. Mr. Vanhaften stated that the surveyor explained this to the Howells and suggested
they request to vacate this drive. Mr. Vanhaften stated that the Howells have maintained this
public right of way for the 17 years they have lived there and are requesting this vacation, which
would move this property line and the adjacent owner's property line to the middle of the
existing public road. Mr. Vanhaften stated that the appropriate notifications were made to notify
the adjoining property owners. Mr. Vanhaften stated this drive is not currently being used to
access the field behind the property in question.
B. Collins opened the meeting for public comment.
Brent Night, adjacent filed owner, is requesting the Commissioner deny this request. Mr. Night
stated that this right of way is for future use for future development.
B. Collins closed the public meeting for comment.
B. Schorr made a motion to table this to have time to look at the property in question; G.
Newman seconded. The motion carried with a vote of 3-0.
Mr. Vanhaften stated that the homeowner is available to speak with the Commissioners.

COUNTY-WIDE BURN BAN
B. Collins stated that an emergency declaration was made on August 27, 2024, per the County
Fire Chiefs' recommendation to enact a seven-day county-wide burn ban due to lack of rain in
the County. Carrie Thompson, with Posey County EMA, is requesting this ban be extended
another seven days.
G. Newman made a motion to extend the current burn ban until the Commissioners meet again
on September 17, 2024; B. Schorr seconded. The motion carried with a vote of 3-0.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT CUSTODIAL SERVICE AGREEMENT
Kyle Jones, with the Posey County Health Department, presented the Commissioners with a
custodial service contract for his department. Mr. Jones stated that funds for this agreement have
been budgeted for this year.
B. Schorr made a motion to approve this request; G. Newman seconded. The motion carried with
a vote of 3-0.

BROADBAND FEE PROPOSAL
B. Collins stated that in the contract with Mainstream, there is an option for Mainstream to collect
a $5.00 monthly fee from the user that is passed on to the County. Mr. Collins stated this was built
to help the county recoup funds for the project's initial cost. B. Schorr stated the project was state-
funded, so he is in favor of not collecting this fee, as there was no cost to the County initially.
B. Schorr made a motion to waive the $5.00 fee that has been discussed; G. Newman seconded.
The motion carried with a vote of 3-0.




SCHULTHEIS INSRURANCE
Andy Weintraut with Schultheis Insurance addressed the Commissioners regarding a recent loss
control audit conducted at County buildings. Mr. Weintraut explained that this audit covers
building maintenance, site safety, and fire suppression maintenance. Mr. Weintraut stated that
this audit is critical to insurance policies and is happy to report that on July 24, 2024, an audit of
the Courthouse, the Coliseum, and the County Jail was conducted, and no recommendations
were found. Mr. Weintraut explained that it is tough to achieve a no-recommendation audit and
praised the Commissioners and building staff for creating an environment of excellence.

DEPARTMENT UPDATES

Sheriff Tom Latham gave the following housing report:
34 Vanderburgh County Inmates

28 DOC Inmates

75 Posey County Inmates

137 total

Posey County Highway Superintendent Steve Schenk presented the Commissioners with a quote
for the flashing lights discussed at the last meeting. Mr. Schenk stated these lights would be
placed at South Terrace School. Mr. Schenk stated that the cost will be $25,896.00 with a semi-
annual maintenance fee of $550.00.

B. Schorr asked if Mr. Schenk could speak with the Company regarding the maintenance fee and
ask for that to be lowered or grouped in with the other five flashing lights already under the
maintenance contract. Mr. Schenk stated that he would reach out.

B. Schorr made a motion to approve this request not to exceed $25,896 plus the $550.00 semi-
annual maintenance fee; G. Newman seconded. The motion carried with a vote of 3-0

Mr. Schenk stated that the bridge project on Hoenert Road is complete, and the road is now open.
M. Schenk stated that this road will be paved this fall. Mr. Schenk stated that the community
crossing funds should be in this month to allow for more paving to be completed before the end
of the year.

Posey County Dispatch Director Jamie Bradford provided the Commissioners with a quote to
install backup servers for the system at Dispatch. Mrs. Bradford stated that there is currently no
backup server. Mrs. Bradford stated that she has funds in this year's budget for this project. G.
Newman made a motion to approve this request; B. Schorr seconded. The motion carried with a
vote of 3-0.

Mrs. Bradford stated that microwaves are now installed at the new tower, which is up and
operating. Mrs. Bradford stated they are still programming radios within the County, and she has
had no complaints about coverage in this area.



Amanda Hoard, with Purdue Extension, stated that all State Fair projects are back in their office
and ready to pick up. Mrs. Hoard stated that with schools back in session, the office has started
school programs again for this year.

Paul Micheletti, Posey County EMS Director, gave the following update:
246 Request

363 Transports

$116,856.83 in revenue.

Mr. Micheletti stated that his department is fully staffed.

Vicki Peerman, Posey County Treasurer, informed the Commissioners that the County will hold
a tax sale on September 9, 2024, at 9:00 am at the Hovey House.

No further business was discussed, and the meeting was adjourned.
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