POSEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS TUESDAY, MAY 20, 2025

The Board of Commissioners met in a regularly scheduled meeting at the Hovey House, 330
Walnut Street, in Mt. Vernon, on Tuesday, May 20, 2025. Commissioners Bill Collins, Greg
Newman, and Bryan Schorr were present. Auditor Maegen Greenwell and County Attorney Joe
Harrison were also in attendance.

Reverand Allen Rutherford led the Commissioners in prayer.

MINUTES
B. Schorr made a motion to approve the Commissioner's minutes from May 6, 2025; G. Newman
seconded. The motion carried with a vote of 3-0.

CLAIMS
G. Newman made a motion to approve the claims as presented; B. Schorr seconded. The motion
carried with a vote of 3-0.

TREASURERS REPORT
B. Schorr made a motion to approve the March Treasurer’s report; B. Schorr seconded. The
motion carried with a vote of 3-0.

FARMERSVILLE ROAD UPDATE
Building Commissioner Ed Batteiger informed the Commissioners that a permit had been issued
to Chastain Excavating to demo the trailer.

BARRETT LAW PROJECT LETTER FROM HIGHWAY
Highway Superintendent Steve Schenk stated that $200,000.00 will be sufficient to cover the
cost of this project. Mr. Schenk stated that there is an estimate from Jerry David in the amount of
$150,000.00 and Mr. David is familiar with this road as he is the contractor that initially put the
road in.
Commissioner Bill Collins asked what the procedure was for the Commissioners to approve this
project. County Attorney Joe Harrison stated that the commissioners could approve moving
forward with 51% approval by homeowners. Mr. Collins stated that he was uncomfortable with
approving with only a 51% approval rate. Mr. Harrison stated that this is just the first step, and
the Commissioners had other options to consider.
G. Newman made a motion to accept the letter; B. Schorr seconded. The motion carried with a
vote of 3-0.

PROJECT LIFE SAVER UPDATE
Posey County EMA Director Carrie Thompson stated this program was brought to her attention
by Sarah Thompson, who has had previous experience with the program while she lived in
Florida. Mrs. C. Thompson informed the Commissioners that Sarah Thompson was present in
the audience if they had any questions.
Mrs. C. Thompson informed the Commissioners that the Project Life Saver uses radio frequency
technology, which is effective up to one mile. Mrs. C. Thompson explained that individuals who




are at risk of eloping will wear a band like a smartwatch with a locator that could be located with
receivers being used for first responders.

Mrs. C. Thompson stated that there are other options for families to use that utilize GPS and apps
on cellphones of the caregivers taking care of the individual.

Mrs. C. Thompson stated that the Mount Vernon School District has 11 students who are at risk
of eloping, with seven additional students who would have difficulty communicating if they were
lost. Mrs. C. Thompson stated that the North Posey School district has four children who are at
risk of eloping, and the Council on Aging estimates 543 seniors have Alzheimer’s or other forms
of Dementia in Posey County.

Chief Deputy Jeremy Fortune informed the Commissioners that he sees the benefit of a program
like this. The Sheriff’s Office and other first responders do receive calls to look for missing kids
and Alzheimer’s patients.

Mrs. C. Thompson stated the cost of the project is $6,000 and includes two receivers, two
transmitters, one year supply of batteries, two vehicle antennas, cases, and needed power cords,
one full membership for Posey County EMA, and two associate memberships for the Sheriff’s
office and MVPD. Mrs. C. Thompson informed the Commissioners that Mount Vernon has
agreed to pay the $500 needed for their associate membership, she has been offered a $3,500
grant to help offset the cost to the County, and she will send out letters for local grants.

B. Collins made a motion to move forward with the program, and the County will supply
receivers as needed in the areas until the County is fully covered; G. Newman seconded. The
motion carried with a vote of 3-0.

AREA PLAN REZONE REQEUST
Jerry Cotner, Posey County Area Plan Director, addressed the Commissioners regarding two
rezoning requests.
Mr. Cotner stated that request one was regarding 1000 Hastings Lane, and the owner is Douglas
Thompson. Mr. Cotner stated this request was to rezone two one-acre lots from AG to R-1
residential. Mr. Cotner stated that this request was heard by the Area Plan on May 8, 2025, and
passed with an 8-0 vote with no remonstrators. B. Schor made a motion to approve this request;
G. Newman seconded. The motion carried with a vote of 3-0.

Mr. Cottner stated that the second request was regarding one acre on 12600 S. Hwy 69, and the
owner is Douglas Thompson. Mr. Cottner stated this request was to rezone one acre from AG to
R-1 residential. Mr. Cottner stated this request was heard by the Area Plan on May 8, 2025, and
passed with an 8-0 vote and no remonstrators. G. Newman made a motion to approve this
request; B. Schorr seconded. The motion carried with a vote of 3-0.

POSEY COUNTY SOLAR PROJECT
B. Collins asked Posey County Area Plan Director Jerry Cotner if he had any updates on the
Solar Project and if they were producing power. Mr. Cotner stated yes, they are up and running,
producing 160 megawatts, and have 57 inverters online and running. Mr. Cotner also stated that
it should increase with summer and the sun staying out longer. Mr. Cotner stated he asked the
solar company to take down all the dead vegetation and install new screening, but there is a
supply issue. Mr. Cotner mentioned that he has had complaints about Center Point having tall




grass outside the fenced area, which is over 18 inches tall; he is addressing this issue with them
to get it taken care of.

B. Schor asked Mr. Cotner if the supply issue was with just one vendor. Mr. Cotner stated that he
thinks it is a situation where they have ordered trees from one nursery, and they have a warranty,
but have run out of supply. Mr. Cotner also stated they want to wait till the fall to plant new trees
and bushes. B. Collins asked if they had all the seeding done in the panel areas. Mr. Cotner
responded that they are approximately 50% complete with seeding, and it looks nice. Mr. Cottner
stated that the 15 different seed mixes seem to be doing well. B. Collins stated that in the
original agreement, they were to do a 40-acre pollinator field, but they have now changed that,
and they are doing pollinators throughout the whole array. Mr. Cotner confirmed that it is
correct, stating that 15 different types of grass and flowers are being planted across 1200 acres or
more of the solar array. Mr. Cotner also stated that it looks good, but they need to finish the
evergreen screening and mow outside the fence.

B. Collins asked if that would complete the contract? Mr. Cotner stated that he is in the process
of discussing with the attorney to see what needs to be signed off on.

HIGHWAY ANNUAL OPERATIONAL REPORT

Highway Superintendent Steve Schenk presented the Highway annual report to the
Commissioners.

G. Newman made a motion to accept the annual highway report; B. Schorr seconded. The
motion carried with a vote of 3-0.

JOHNSON CONTROL FIRE SUPPRESSION
B. Collins stated that Johnson Controls has completed its five-year inspection and found the
following maintenance issues that need to be addressed:
Two Battery Replacements-
One Discharge Hose

B. Collins stated that the total to make those repairs, including labor and truck charges, is
$617.00.

B. Schorr made a motion to make these repairs; G. Newman seconded the motion; the motion
carried with a vote of 3-0.

LAWN TREATMENT
B. Collins stated that he had asked Jim Ireton to get quotes for lawn treatment to help control the
weeds at the Courthouse. B. Collins stated they have received the following quotes:

The Weed Man- $1,339.70
Alpha Organics- $1,575.60
TruGreen-$975.00




B. Schorr made a motion to accept the bid from TruGreen for lawn treatment; G. Newman
seconded. The motion carried with a vote of 3-0.

ANNEX ROOF LEAK PROPOSAL
B. Collins presented the following bids for the repairs needed on the Annex building roof:

Lang Brothers- $15,400.00 to replace the back roof section, take out the chimneys and roof over
those, replace skylights, and the roof northeast corner where there is exposed plywood.

The Barn Guys- Roof Repairs only $4,000.00
Roof Replacement- $14,140.00

B. Schorr asked about replacing skylights because it wasn’t addressed in the Barn Guys’ quote.
B. Collins states that the Lang Brothers' quote states they will be replacing those.

B. Collins made a motion to use Lang Brothers for roof repairs; B. Schorr seconded the motion.
The motion carried with a vote of 3-0.

DEPARTMENT UPDATES

Jamie Bradford with Posey County Dispatch presented the Commissioners with an updated J&K
contract. Mrs. Bradford stated that there is a 2% increase in this year’s contract due to rising
costs. B. Collins asked if she was happy with their work. Mrs. Bradford responded yes.

G. Newman made a motion to approve this renewal contract; B. Schorr seconded. The motion
carried with a vote of 3-0.

Mrs. Bradford stated that she is still working on the generator project and had Evapar come out
to discuss generators for the tower sites. Mrs. Bradford stated that they are working on quotes for
generators for the tower sites and dispatch. Mrs. Bradford stated that Evapar recommends getting
a larger generator instead of adding an additional generator to the dispatch building. Mrs.
Bradford also stated that Evapar recommended that they have new generators for tower sites;
they will need to get propane tanks for those as well. Mrs. Bradford said that once she gets the
quotes from Evapar, she will reach out to Synergy to get quotes for propane tanks at the tower
sites.

B. Collins asked if the programming classes were complete. Mrs. Bradford responded that they
are working with a few departments, still working on licensing, while some departments have
already been exploring their department radios and getting them programmed correctly.

B. Collins asked how they would know when to do updates on the radios. Mrs. Bradford stated
that she has submitted her email to Kenwood, and they will notify her when radios need to be
updated.




Kyle Jones with the Posey County Health Department stated that at a previous meeting, he had
reported they had water damage and part of the floor was sagging in one of the offices. Mr. Jones
stated that they had the floor repaired and the crawl space was inspected, which revealed
approximately eight inches of standing water. Mr. Jones stated they are getting quotes to fix the
downspouts and fix the grade of the land around the building.

Mr. Jones stated that they would like to remodel the Health Department office spaces to improve
the flow and provide larger work areas for their lab. Mr. Jones stated that they have the funds to
undertake the project through their HFI grant, which could cover the cost of this project. Mr.
Jones also stated that they still have to take this to their board for approval for this project. B.
Collins stated that he agrees it could help utilize the space better, but recommends that Mr. Jones
present this to the County Council due to upcoming budget cuts. M. Greenwell asked if this is an
approved use of HFI funds? Mr. Jones responded yes, they are allowed to set back 10% for
capital projects. Mrs. Greenwell asked if they would need to notify the State that these funds will
be used for remodeling. Mr. Jones responded that he is checking into that, he knows he will have
to present it to his board for approval, and that he is working on getting quotes for the remodel
before he presents it to his board.

Highway Superintendént Steve Schenk stated they will start sealing roads around the solar
project this week. Mr. Schenk stated that he will start with Gun Club Road on Friday, May 23,
2025, from the highway going south to Lower Mt. Vernon Rd. Mr. Schenk also stated that
Carson School Road from the highway to just past the distillery and Ford Road south will be
sealed all the way to the dead end.

Mr. Schenk stated that he has been in contact with Jerry David, and they plan to pave the
entrance to all the solar fields, and they will also pave Lower Mt. Vernon Road from Gun Club
Road to Davis Road & Davis Road from the highway to Lower Mt. Vernon Road. Mr. Schenk
mentioned that this is being funded from the money they were given by Posey County Solar. Mr.
Schenk also mentioned they will start grinding, re-chipping, and sealing several roads. Mr.
Schenk stated that the bridge work at Wilson Switch should be finished within the month.

Purdue Extension office Kristin Lowery stated that both open positions are still open to her
knowledge, and they are in the interview process for the 4-H position.

Paul Micheletti with Posey County EMS stated that they have had one paramedic leave, but they
also have an EMT advancing to a paramedic, so they will still be fully staffed. Mr. Micheletti
stated that he is working with Vanderburgh County on a mutual aid agreement.

Posey County Sheriff Tom Latham gave the following inmate housing report:
37 Vanderburgh County Inmates

6 IDOC Inmates

72 Posey County Inmates

115 Total Inmates

$43,040.00 taken in from Vanderburgh County for April.

Mr. Latham stated that Deputy Josh Grosvenor would like to start working part-time for the
town of Cynthiana as Deputy Town Marshall. Mr. Latham mentioned they have done this before




and are requesting to have the same paperwork as previously used, effective June 1st. G.
Newman made a motion to approve this; B. Schor seconded. Motion carried with a vote of 3-0.

No further business was discussed, and the meeting was adjourned.
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Attest:Maegen L. Greenwell



