POSEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS TUESDAY, JUNE 2, 2026

The Board of Commissioners met at a regularly scheduled meeting at the Hovey House, 330
Walnut Street, in Mt. Vernon on Tuesday, June 2, 2026. Commissioners Bill Collins, Eric
Koester, and Greg Newman were in attendance. Auditor Maegen Greenwell and County
Attorney Joe Harrison were also in attendance.

Sheriff Tom Latham led the Commissioners in prayer.

MINUTES
E. Koester made a motion to approve the minutes from May 19, 2026; G. Newman seconded.
The motion carried with a vote of 3-0.

CLAIMS
Greg Newman made a motion to approve the claims as presented; Eric Koester seconded. The
motion carried with a vote of 3-0.

NUSIANCE COMPLAINT LENORD ROAD
Posey County Building Commissioner Ed Battieger updated the Commissioners on the ongoing
nuisance complaint on Lenord Road. Mr. Batteiger stated that this property is now in compliance
and recommends closing this nuisance claim.
E. Koester made a motion to close this claim; G. Newman seconded. The motion carried with a
vote of 3-0.

POSEY COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT/SOIL AND WATER MOU
B. Collins stated that the Commissioners were presented with an MOU between the Posey
County Health Department and the Posey County Soil and Water Department to enable the
Health Department to continue participation in well testing. Joe Harrison, Commissioner
Attorney, stated that he has reviewed.
G. Newman made a motion to approve this MOU as presented; E. Koester seconded. The motion
carried with a vote of 3-0.

POSEYVILLE BUILDING COMMISSIONER DUTIES
B. Collins stated that the Commissioners have been asked to allow the County Building
Commissioner to conduct building inspections for the town of Poseyville. G. Newman stated that
he has spoken with several members of the Poseyville Town Board. Mr. Newman stated that the
County would collect all new building permit fees, and in return, the town of Poseyville would
not be charged for the services of the County Building Commissioner. Mr. Newman stated that
the discussion is now about how complaints would be handled and the fee structure. Mr.
Newman stated that he will continue to work with the town of Poseyville on this matter.

NEW HARMONY BRIDGE DISCUSSION
Rod Clark, Chairperson of the New Harmony and Wabash Bridge Authority, updated the
Commissioners on the current status of reopening the New Harmony Bridge. Mr. Clark




explained that in 2012, both Indiana and Illinois created two separate Bridge Authority groups
that have been working together on plans to reopen this bridge.

Mr. Clark stated that work has included engineering studies that identified the structural defects,
environmental studies, underwater studies, and several others, in conjunction with the state of
Illinois’s bridge authority.

Mr. Clark stated that Senator Banks has submitted this project for inclusion in the appropriations
bill currently working its way through the Senate. Mr. Clark stated that the projected funding
from that bill would be roughly twenty million dollars for this project.

Mr. Clark informed the Commissioners that, if awarded these federal funds, a matching grant of
$5 million would be required, which could be split between Indiana and Illinois. Mr. Clark stated
that discussions with INDOT had occurred and would continue; however, during these talks,
they inquired about how much the County would contribute. Mr. Clark stated that he is before
the Commissioners today to seek support in discussing what funds would be available for this
project. Mr. Clark stated that he plans to speak with the Posey County Council next week on this
project.

Mr. Clark discussed the local impact of closing the bridge and what reopening would mean to
local and national trail associations.

B. Collins stated that he believes this is a good move forward for the local economy and will be
beneficial to the new housing developments in the County.

Mr. Clark stated that ultimately, the final goal is to open the bridge partially to vehicle traffic and
partially to pedestrian traffic. Posey County Auditor Maegen Greenwell asked how quickly
funds need to be secured. Mr. Clark stated that the letter of support should happen fairly quickly,
but he doesn’t think the actual checks need to be delivered within the coming year or two. Mr.
Clark stated that he would like to have a letter of commitment by July.

G. Newman stated that he wants to make it clear that a funding commitment or actual funding
would not tie the County to ownership of the bridge once complete.

G. Newman made a motion to give support for this project and recommend to the Posey County
Council that Posey County move forward with funding discussions for this project, including
pressing the State of Indiana to commit to funding; B. Collins seconded. The motion carried with
a vote of 3-0.

J&K SERVICE CONTRACT
Posey County Dispatch Director provided the Commissioners with a new J&K Service Contract.
Mrs. Bradford stated that this is the same contract as previously, just updating the effective dates.
Mrs. Bradford stated the cost of this contract is $39,632.09 and does not include the Sheriff’s
radio portion, which is contracted separately.
B. Collins made a motion to approve this contract; E. Koester seconded. The motion carried with
a vote of 3-0.

LEAD ABATEMENT BIDS
B. Collins stated that the Commissioner received a proposal from Elite Environmental to
complete lead abatement on the exterior of the Courthouse in conjunction with the current
project at the Courthouse. Mr. Collins stated that the cost is $49,493.00.
G. Newman made a motion to approve this proposal contingent on the approval of the exterior
remodel project at the Courthouse; E. Koester seconded. The motion carried with a vote of 3-0.




COURTHOUSE REMODEL BIDS
B. Collins stated that the Commissioners received the following bids for the exterior remodeling
project for the Courthouse:
ARC Construction: $1,519,000.00
Keefer Brothers: $1,875,327.00
Empire Contractors: $1,098,000.00
Dan Co: $1,550,000.00
E. Koester made a motion to approve the low bid from Empire for $1,098,000.00, contingent on
review and approval from the project management firm Hafer, and funding from Council; G.
Newman seconded. The motion carried with a vote of 3-0.

COLISUEM FLOORING PROJECT BIDS

B. Collins stated that the Commissioners received the following bids for the Coliseum flooring
project:

Rasure Floor Covering: $151,875.00 base and $49,875.00 for stairs

Fulkerson Tile and Flooring: $166,500.00 base and $27,602.00 for stairs

G. Newman made a motion to table these bids until the next Commissioners meetings; E.
Koester seconded. The motion carried with a vote of 3-0.

DEPARTMENT UPDATES

Posey County Sheriff Tom Latham provided the following housing report:
19 DOC

24 Vanderburgh County

100 Posey County

143 Total

Posey County EMS Director, Paul Micheletti, gave the following report:
232 requests

156 transfers

$115,654.98 in revenue

Mr. Micheletti stated that the new ambulance is in service at Medic 2.

Carrie Thompson with Posey County EMA updated the Commissioners regarding ongoing issues
with the Wadesville siren.

Mrs. Thompson stated that J&K is still working on solutions for the Wadesville siren issues.
Mrs. Thompson stated that she has applied for two grants to allow generators to be placed at several
siren sites and to purchase automated siren transmission equipment, and was awarded the
$2,500.00 safety grant from CenterPoint.



Richard Vonnegut, with the Indiana Trails and American Discovery Trails, addressed the
Commissioners regarding the importance of reopening the New Harmony Bridge and also
informed the Commissioners that there will be a relay of walkers and bikers crossing the United
States from California to Delaware on the American Discovery Trail, and they will be passing
through Posey County on October 1. The representative stated that anyone wanting to
participate or support this relay visit Discoverytrail.org.

B. Collins stated that the Commissioners are working on a project in the coliseum to lock down
the building and install cameras. Mr. Collins stated that the Council initially approved the project
cost at $160,000.00, and the initial bid came in slightly lower. Mr. Collins stated that the current
internet line will have to be upgraded at a cost of $500.00 per month. Mr. Collins stated that after
discussions with the Sheriff, they have decided to drop that portion of the project, and the final
bid cost was $126,500.00. Mr. Collins stated that this project will now be moving forward.
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